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President’s Report
Mary Rowe, President Wildcat Guardians
Greetings, Fellow Guardians and Friends,
What a great summer we are having!
The 2016 Celebrate The Wildcat Festival at Adams Mill was another big success for Mike
Laughner and his crews of guides, boat handlers, drivers, and registration clerks. Sixteen Guardian
volunteers spent the day escorting 121 guests around the Adam’s Mill oxbow. Stream flow was a
little low, creating some tricky spots, but our guides were up to the task. Thank you, Guides, for 121
safe and informative trips. This event is all about you and the way you make it fun. Garry’s favorite
quote of the day came from a ten-year-old girl who remarked as she exited the boat, “Can we go
again?” Five volunteer members of the Northwestern High School football team carried and loaded
boats on the trailers at the takeout. Their help made the day go smoothly and is greatly appreciated.
From my vantage point at the registration table, I never saw anyone wait more than 10 minutes for a
ride. Great job, Mike and everyone!! We gained 3 new family memberships, sold 6 of the new coffee
cups, and thank the folks who made donations in appreciation for their ride. If you missed this year’s
Celebrate the Wildcat, the canoe rides rocked, and the homemade cherry pie was awesome. Just
saying!!!
The new public access near the corner of Markland and Park is open for use. The membership
decided the site would be called the “Steel Mill Public Access Site. A special thanks for those who
helped install the sign. (See photo at the end of newsletter)
A much needed kayak trailer has been purchased for Niches. Thanks, Joe Rozahegyi, for locating
it and Greg Jones for transporting it. The Guardians were able to negotiate a very good price and
NICHES has already been putting it to good use. (See photos at the end of newsletter) Thanks to
everyone involved in making that happen.
The Guardians donated a canoe to the Wildcat Creek Wildlife Center near Delphi, IN. At a
Guardian meeting earlier this spring, their director said they needed a canoe. (See photo at the end
of newsletter)
Congratulations to Rick Parsons on his informative native plants seminar. He included a tour of
the native plant gardens at his home. A lot of good information in a very enjoyable format. Sara has
conducted a Riverwatch class since our last newsletter. Garry presented a slide show to a local
Master Gardener group. Whew!!! We need a “Guardians on the Go” section to keep up with what
everyone is doing.

The trash in a private camping area along Old Sycamore just west of the 440 bridge has been
cleaned up. High five to those who located and contacted the property owner.
Our volunteer Guardian webmaster Jack Johnson is in the process of making changes to the
website. He is converting it over to a "WordPress" format which is used for many of the modern sites.
It should be more mobile friendly now and we can add new features. Check it out!
Ok here comes my lecture. Make safety your priority. Wear your P.F.D. and bring along a whistle.
Stay informed about stream flow and weather. Locate low head dams in advance. Avoid log jams.
Have a safe and adventure filled summer / fall enjoying our Wildcat Creek and other streams as well.
Mary Rowe

Wildcat Guardians Clean Up Sept. 2015

News from the Creek:
By Mike Laughner
Celebrate the Wildcat at Adam's Mill
Celebrate the Wildcat took place on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at Adam's Mill, Cutler, IN. At this
annual event the Wildcat Guardian's provide free guided canoe rides of 1.2 mile around the oxbow in
Wildcat Creek.

This year's weather was warm and sunny with a light breeze. Excellent water level and flow rate
for giving our guests enjoyable rides. The trip starts just below the old Adam's Mill dam and continues
downstream under the covered bridge with takes out on the Adam's Mill property. Early riders
normally see many turtles and snakes sunning themselves on logs and rocks. Some are lucky
enough to have an overhead escort of a bald eagle or a red tail hawk. This year we had 121 people
and 1 dog take rides. We had the young and young at heart with children 2 years old to adults 80+
cruising down the creek.
The event wouldn't be possible without a group of dedicated volunteers. Thanks to all who
helped. This year we had 5 young men from NWHS football team assists at the take out loading the
canoes on trailers to transport back to the launch area. Their help was greatly appreciated.
This annual event is a great opportunity for a family to spend time together outdoors. There are
hiking trails, the covered bridge, and tours of the Mill. Area churches prepare food for sale. Many
Wildcat Guardians can attest that they make fantastic pies. There is also a picnic area. Hoping to
make 2017 an even larger event with added activities for families.
Update on the 2016 IPR by Garry Hill
The 31st annual Indiana Paddlers Rendezvous was once again an enjoyable adventure for anyone
who attended. A total of 84 paddlers attended the event this year. The Guardians gathered a profit
of over $1700 from the benefit auction and other sales.

The attendance for the three paddling days was not near a record set back in the last century.
Everyone had a great time on the water and no one took a swim. Friday’s trip from Mi-So-La landing
had 28 paddlers in 27 canoes and kayaks. Saturday’s trip from Knop Lake P.A.S had 44 paddlers in
38 boats. Sunday’s trip from Wildcat Park had 27 paddlers in 23 canoes and kayaks.

The weather was wonderful most of the time but there were a few anxious moments when
pouring rain and lightning passed overhead. Thank goodness for our new “monster tarp” (30-50’) that
we mounted over the Wildcat Park fire pit. Friday evening’s cookout would have been wiped out as
well as Saturday’s chili supper without the tarp.

Randy Richey (above) grabbed a shovel and dug a canal to redirect water that was flowing under
our tarp. Overall our 2016 IPR was a blessing for everyone and I am hoping that everyone is already
looking forward to our 32nd IPR next summer. I will be sending out a special thank you to all the
wonderful volunteers. The IPR would never happen and be so successful without our many special
volunteers.

Originally Published in The Hoosier Science Teacher:
Dune Boy: The Early Years of a Naturalist
By Edwin Way Teale (Indiana University Press,
Bloomington and Indianapolis, In., 1986 Paperback
$7.95, 2008 Hardback Teale Press $41.45, Originally
published 1943)
By Rick A. Parsons Retired - Kokomo High School,
2501 S. Berkley, Kokomo, IN 46902

As I read Edwin Teale’s nostalgic memoir of the dune country near Michigan City I flashed back to my
own childhood. I first visited the dunes when I was nine years old on a family vacation while camping near the
lakeshore. For me this was the most fascinating and beautiful place in the world. The sand dunes, jack pine
forests, and roaring waves on Lake Michigan were right out of a storybook.
Edwin Way Teale is considered one of the leading scientists, naturalists, and writers of the mid twentieth
century. He was born in Joliet, Illinois, but his visits to dune country to stay at his grandparent’s farm, Lone
Oak, make him one of our greatest Hoosier writers. Many G.I.s during World War II read Dune Boy from fox
holes in Europe and Japan. This book is a joy to read and full of the wonders of nature as seen through the
senses of a young boy.
Dune Boy is a series of short stories telling of young Edwin growing up on a magnificent farm with his two
grandparents whom he lovingly refers to as Gram and Gramps. The Ways are wonderfully eccentric characters
who lovingly tell stories and share the joy of nature with their grandson. As Edwin Teale says, “his
grandparents understood the world of dreams, fantastic plans, and the make believe of a small child”.
The book opens with young Edwin in his overalls lying on the roof of the farmhouse at Lone Oak while
surveying the ninety acres of woods, wetlands, and blue hills surrounding his grandparent’s property. There are
chapters filled with innocent humor. My favorite is when young Edwin is challenged by Gramps to catch as
many mice as he can in the granary for a nickel a dozen. Having read books about the great north and tales of
trappers, Edwin begins to skin and dry the mice into “mouse pelts” that he hopes to sell. On a visit to town with
Gramps he takes his pelts to various furriers where the adults are dazzled by his miniature bounty. They send
him from store to store so everyone can see his amazing collection. Every chapter is a new adventure in the
natural history of the dunes and lake country. Edwin studies snakes, gathers wild foods with his grandparents,
and even builds a small airplane he names the Dragonette. It seems every new summer or holiday there is
endless adventure for a young boy growing up by exploring the dunes and forests of northern Indiana.
After finishing Dune Boy my first thought was that this is the kind of book I wish my elementary teacher
would have read to me. This is the rare book that is an exciting adventure for both adults and children. Teale’s
prose is poetic and reminds me of the masters of non-fiction nature writing. This is a book in the tradition of
Thoreau, Muir, or more recently, Edward Abbey. Dune Boy teaches us the power of nature and the importance
of preserving wild places. By the end of this book Teale, now forty years removed from Lone Oak, revisits the
area and observes the many changes made by human progress. Teale gives us a reason to care about the Great
Lakes and the fascinating ecosystems that are disappearing every year right before our eyes. Everyone who is a
“Hoosier” should read this book with pride and enjoy once more the adventure of being nine years old.

Recent Photos Wildcat Guardians Events:

Guardians Mike Laughner, Bob Hoshaw, and Lance Shelby Along with photographer Mike Bach
Installed the sign at the new Steel Mill Public Access Site on Park road just south of Dixon Avenue in
Kokomo.

NIPSCO Grant Check funds the New Steel Mill PAS Site - Along with Guardian volunteers are
Don Cree from Kokomo Stormwater, Erin Whitehead from NIPSCO, Guardian president & grant writer
Mary Rowe, and Steve Geisleman City of Kokomo Development office in the red shirt.

Loading Boats on the new trailer the Guardians donated to NICHES – Thanks Volunteers!
Brooke Criswell of NICHES and Guardian Mike Bach with the trailer.

“Paying it forward” - Dave Inskeep donates a canoe to the Wildcat Creek Wildlife Foundation
that was originally given to him by longtime Guardian activist Hod Peabody. It was the first canoe
Dave ever owned and enabled him to become an Adopt-A-River section coordinator. Although now
deceased, Hod’s legacy lives on!


Links for Learning
Surf the Web for Issues of Interest
United States Environmental Protection Agency
http://www2.epa.gov/learn-issues/learn-about-water
Indiana State Dept. of Health – Fish Consumption Advisory
http://www.in.gov/isdh/23650.htm
Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management - Blue Green algae information
http://www.in.gov/idem/algae/
Flow Can You See the River?
(White River arts project in cooperation with the Indianapolis Museum of Art)
http://flowcanyouseetheriver.org/?page_id=2



Reminders
2016 GUARDIAN CALENDAR
Sept. 13th - 14th
Sept. 19th

Wildcat Experience – Contact Sara Brichford at sbrichford@yahoo.com
Guardians Meeting 5:30 / 6:30 P.M. Martino’s Restaurant

Oct. 1st
Oct. 17th

Guardians Picnic and Paddle 6:00 P.M. Reservoir Park
Guardians Meeting 5:30 / 6:30 P.M. Martino’s Restaurant

Nov. 21st
Nov. 30th

Guardians Meeting 5:30 / 6:30 P.M. Martino’s Restaurant
Gazette article deadline

NICHES conducts a paddle trip the first Wednesday of the month in the summer months.

Wildcat Guardians
P.O. Box 6421
Kokomo, IN 46904-6421
Email: wildcatguardians@yahoo.com

