The Guardian Gazette
Newsletter of the Wildcat Guardians
Dedicated to the Health & Beauty of Wildcat Creek
March 2016

President’s Report
Greetings, Fellow Guardians and Friends,
The 2016 Wildcat Guardians started their 26th year in January with a booth at the Wild Indiana Expo at the
Ivy Tech Event Center. Volunteer Guardians greeted old friends and made some new ones. Brochures
picturing Hoosier mussels, fish, and wildlife were very popular especially with parents who are teaching their
children to identify these things. Garry Hill entertained and informed audiences again with his slide
presentation of scenic Wildcat Creek and related recreational activities.
At the February Guardian meeting members enjoyed a presentation by Carol Blacketer, Director of the
Wildcat Creek Wildlife Center. The center rescues injured and ill birds and wildlife throughout central Indiana.
Carol was able to make the meeting despite two errands of mercy involving large birds of prey that very
afternoon. She described the volunteer needs at the center and shared many amazing photos of rescued and
rehabilitated birds and animals.
March 29 will be the annual flower basket planting day at Hilligoss greenhouses. Guardians are registered
as a group, but you can register individually also at Keep Kokomo Beautiful website.
April 13th will be Earth Day at the Ivy Tech Event Center. Bob Hoshaw will need several volunteer Guardians
to help with the display and presentations. April 16th will be the annual spring creek clean up. April 18th is the
regular meeting date. River Watch training at the Kirkendall center with instructor Sara Brichford will be on
April 19 & 21. Advance registration is necessary. Rick Parsons will present a program on native plants at the
downtown library on April 19. Part of the program will take place at Rick’s home where he will conduct a tour
of his native plant garden. Don’t miss this!!!
An ex-officio group has been meeting and planning to re-implement the Discover the Wildcat program. The
current plan is to offer 3 canoe trips on the creek, May 24, June 14, and June 28. They welcome paddlers who
would take a passenger in their canoe during this event. Valerie Metzger is the contact person. On June 11,
Guardians will again provide canoe rides on the Wildcat at the renamed Celebrate the Wildcat Festival (thanks
Mike Laughner) at Adam’s Mill. Are you tired yet? This is just the first half of the year. Our very ambitious
calendar continues to fill with participation in events, activities, and presentations by individual Guardians.
I regularly meet people in this community who do not know about Wildcat Guardians or what we do. Keep
talking about our organization with people you meet. Everyone has the potential to become a Guardian. Garry
Hill has an interesting design and will produce personalized business cards so you can conveniently share our
mission and contact information. Bill Rowe will post photos and information on our Facebook page, so send
him items of interest and encourage people to “like” us.
If you haven’t renewed your membership for 2016, now is the time. Guardians are ON THE MOVE, so get
involved and make a difference! See you at the next monthly meeting.
Mary Rowe, President Wildcat Guardians

News from the Creek
Phosphorus Reduction Program is Good News for Wildcat Creek
By Sarah Brichford
February 25, 2016
The Kokomo Tribune published a news article in today’s issue stating the Kokomo Wastewater
Treatment Plant will implement a phosphorus reduction plan to meet a new state mandated limit by
December 2017. This is good news for Wildcat Creek!
Dissolved phosphorus in surface water is a primary nutrient for algae and other aquatic plants. When
there is plenty of phosphorus in the water, the plants grow very well, too well actually. You can often
see the impact of excess nutrients in the water when the stream bottom is covered in algae or all the
rocks have a mossy slime on them. Excess nutrients lead to other undesirable effects including daily
cycles of dissolved oxygen that swing very high then crash to lows, and a limited community of fish
and other stream animals that can tolerate these conditions. If you are an algae-eating insect, excess
nutrients will suit you just fine; but, other organisms will suffer.
The thing about phosphorus in surface waters is that even very small amounts can stimulate
eutrophication (the term for a water body that is “aging” rapidly due to excess nutrients). The Tribune
article says the Kokomo plant currently discharges Total Phosphorus at 5.2 milligrams per liter (mg/L)

of water. Even when you consider the dilution factor after the discharge enters the Wildcat, 5.2 mg/L
is a lot of phosphorus entering the creek. This is especially true for summer months when the creek
flow is very low and dilution of discharges coming into the Wildcat is minimal. The new mandate will
take the treatment plant discharge down to only 1 mg/L, which is a very good start.
Putting limits on nutrients in surface water is a difficult process as there are many variables and
situations to consider. Indiana is like many other states that did not have any numerical limit for
nutrients until recently. With the recently completed Indiana’s Nutrient Reduction Strategy, the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management has determined a number to guide water quality
protection efforts: Total Phosphorus should not exceed 0.3 mg/L. That is a measurement from the
water column in the stream so reducing how much phosphorus goes into the stream in combination
with dilution will help meet the sample limit in the stream.
The investment in phosphorus reduction technology at the Kokomo wastewater treatment plant and
the IDEM nutrient limits are good progress toward a cleaner Wildcat Creek and surface water all over
Indiana and beyond to the Gulf of Mexico.
Originally Published in the Kokomo Tribune 2011:
The Beauty and Serenity of Wildcat Creek
The Wildcat Creek is an amazing natural wonder and most people in our area have never seen
the real beauty found in and around our most enduring natural resource. Many people around
Kokomo, and the various other cities the Wildcat Creek passes through, have only seen a tiny
glimpse from a bridge and really don’t know the serenity of paddling down this magnificent waterway.
For thousands of years, dating back to the last Ice Age, the Wildcat has cut through the rich,
loamy soils of what is now Northern Indiana. My first memory of the Creek is as a young child taking
Sunday afternoon hikes with my dad and three siblings. We marched our way down West Jefferson
Street until we arrived at the Creek near Four Mile Hill on Old Sycamore. We would wade with our
tennis shoes on catching crayfish and picking up what we use to call chalk. Years later I realized this
was a dump where someone had illegally deposited old ceramic pieces of sinks and toilets. All of us
kids saw this as a golden opportunity to collect a stash of chalk to play with on our blacktop driveway.
It is amazing what you can devise when you have to entertain yourself! Thankfully we had very
understanding parents who put up with our toilet chalk for weeks on end!
As a child my parents, like many others in the 1960’s, bought a set of encyclopedias that I spent
hours thumbing through. For any readers under the age of thirty, think internet searches without the
mouse but with 26 or so volumes piled up on the family room floor. One of my favorite sections of the
World Book was the drawings and descriptions of Indians. This was years before we started using
the term Native American. I could see the Miami, Wea, and Shawnee living along the Wildcat long
before the old toilet bowls were flung into the streambed. I distinctly remember thinking at that time
the Wildcat must have been their main source of food and transportation. Even then I realized all the
farm fields were once thick forests divided by our beautiful Wildcat.
Around forty years ago I began paddling the Wildcat; when my brother bought a nearly
indestructible bright orange Coleman canoe. The thing gave you a weight lifting workout but we
spent many happy days enjoying the pure tranquility of the Creek. My favorite trip over the years was
when my now grown up son was only about five years old. My wife and I were paddling at the two
ends of the canoe with our playful little guy in the middle. We hit a giant log jam of trees and I took
my wife and son to the shore and then drug the orange monster over the top of the jam. Once we all
got back in the canoe we set off across a very deep pool. This was the result of a second large log
jam only yards away. Suddenly, out of nowhere, a large mouth bass jumped just at the right moment
to land inside the canoe and right under my young son’s seat. Needless to say he was up and

dancing around as the fish began to flop around! I managed to get everyone settled down and
released the fish back into his cool, deep pool where he surely had one crazy story to tell.
The most tragic thing about our Wildcat Creek is the loss we all suffered when Continental Steel
and other factories dumped toxics in or around the banks of this once pristine waterway. Most of this
happened prior to the Clean Water Act of 1972. It seems incredible that politicians with no sense of
history are talking about rolling back environmental regulations that protect our natural resources!
Even without strict laws, what were these people thinking when they dumped P.C.B.’s, Mercury, and
Lead into the water and soil near the Creek? Could they possibly believe this would not show up
again and affect the health of plants, animals, and humans for years to come?
I’ve done many clean ups with various groups on the Wildcat and it always amazes me that people
are so thoughtless when they throw out their trash and damage an irreplaceable resource. I
remember two students of mine pulling out a complete Rototiller, from underneath a bridge, still filled
with gasoline and oil. For over twenty years my students tested the water on the Wildcat and I was
always amazed at how many of them had not seen the signs banning fish consumption. One time a
student bluntly said to me “why do people do such stupid things”? I remember saying to him you
know I really don’t know. Years later, still paddling down the Wildcat, I have yet to figure out the
answer to that question!
Rick Parsons
Former K.H.S. Science Teacher
Book Reviewer: The Hoosier Science Teacher


Guardians News
DISCOVER THE WILDCAT CANOE RIDES
Wildcat Guardians will be offering three evenings of canoe rides to the public.
The dates will be: May 24th, June 14th and June 28th.
A committee of Guardians is finalizing plans.
Meet at 440 West Public Access site at 5:30 P.M. each of these nights.
Guardian tandem canoes will be used. Launch is being investigated to take place at Camp Tycony.
Specific details will be forthcoming.
If you are a guardian and would like to serve in the capacity as a canoe guide, (to take a member of
the community down a short stretch of the Wildcat in the bow seat of a canoe with the group), please
contact:
Valerie Gordon at: valerie.s.gordon@gmail.com.
Person to contact for these three events will be Valerie:
valerie.s.gordon@gmail.com.
To make a reservation (general public) for a seat in a canoe, once plans are finalized, and advertised
will be:
wildcatguardians@yahoo.com.

An Eagle Opportunity
I frequently cross Wildcat Creek at the Co Rd 440 West Bridge next to our Yeoman Bridge Public
Access Site. On this particular midday a mature, beautiful bald eagle was perched on a limb
overhanging the creek to midstream. It was about fifty feet downstream from the bridge in full view as
I drove across. A stunning sight, and so close. Of course I slammed on my brakes, backed off the
bridge into a nearby driveway and grabbed my cell phone to take a photo. The bird seemed
undisturbed as I hurried to the middle of the bridge directly opposite the limb where it sat motionless,
surveying the surrounding area. Excitedly, I took several pictures and then watched as the majestic
animal turned slightly, rose to its feet and took flight, swooping low over the creek spreading those
glorious white tail feathers into an impressive fan, just for me. Heart thumping with the thrill of such a
close encounter, I headed back to my car. When I got there I realized that in my excitement, I had
accidently locked my keys in the car! Luckily I was able to use my “camera” to summon help.
Mary Rowe


Links for Learning
Surf the Web for Issues of Interest

United States Environmental Protection Agency
http://www2.epa.gov/learn-issues/learn-about-water
Indiana State Dept. of Health – Fish Consumption Advisory
http://www.in.gov/isdh/23650.htm
Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management - Blue Green algae information
http://www.in.gov/idem/algae/
Flow Can You See the River?
(White River arts project in cooperation with the Indianapolis Museum of Art)
http://flowcanyouseetheriver.org/?page_id=2



Reminders
2016 GUARDIAN CALENDAR
Current as of 3/4/16
*Bold print indicates change from previous calendar
March 21,
March 29,

Guardian meeting
flower basket planting / Hilligoss greenhouse

April 13
April 16
April 18, 2016
April 19
April 19 & 21

Earth Day at Ivy Tech Event Center
Wildcat Creek spring clean up – meet at Senior Center
Guardian meeting
Native plant seminar – Rick Parsons – 5:30 downtown library and Rick’s home
River Watch training – Sara Brichford- Kirkindall Nature Center

May 16,
May 21
May 24
May 31

Guardian meeting
Adam’s Mill dam cleanup
Discover the Wildcat Kokomo paddle event
Gazette article deadline

June 11
June 14
June 20
June 28

Celebrate the Wildcat – Adam’s Mill
Discover the Wildcat Kokomo paddle event
Guardian meeting
Discover the Wildcat Kokomo paddle event

July 9
July 18
July 29, 30, 31

Wabash Riverfest
Guardian meeting
Indiana Paddlers’ Rendezvous

Aug 15
Aug 31

Guardian meeting
Gazette article deadline

Sep ?
Sep 19
Sep ?
Sep ?

Day of Caring creek clean up
Guardian meeting
Wildcat experience High School event
Picnic and Paddle

Oct 17

Guardian meeting

Nov 21
Nov 30

Guardian meeting
Gazette article deadline

Niches conducts a paddle trip the first Wednesday of the month in the summer months.
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