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President’s Report
Mike Laughner – President Wildcat Guardians
Greetings Fellow Guardians and Friends,
The Wildcat Guardians have several events planned for this Spring and Summer.
We are glad to be back working on projects that are at the heart of what the Guardians
do best, creek related and community outreach events. The April 24th cleanup was
canceled due to a high chance of heavy rain that Saturday, not the best weather to
work in for our student and adult volunteers. That decision was made Thursday
afternoon. The weather forecast for Saturday morning, was incorrect and the weather
was actually good enough, that four Guardians did a modified cleanup. We worked on
the area around Malfalfa Bridge, and just East of Dixon Road bridge on both sides of
creek.
Kokomo high school environmental science teacher, Vince Lorenz, has adopted the
Portage Trail around Waterworks Dam. On Saturday, May 22 nd, Vince organized a
cleanup that involved fourteen students, who volunteered their Saturday morning to
work on cleaning up the trail. We are very grateful to Vince and his class, for working
on this project.
There are three major events scheduled in June. The “Discover the Wildcat” at Adam's
Mill (Cutler IN) event returns, offering guided canoe rides, Saturday, June 12th from 10
A.M. to 4 P.M. The Guardians have extended an invitation to City of Kokomo Mayor
Tyler Moore, to see the Wildcat Creek from a different perspective. We will be having a
guided canoe trip for the Moore administration thru the downtown section of the creek,
from Waterworks Park to the Steel Mill P.A.S. On Saturday, June 26 th, a canoe/kayak
safety, and instruction clinic will be offered at Greentown, led by Garry Hill.
Do not neglect to use our hidden gem, here in Howard County, Wildcat Creek.
Mike Laughner
President, WG

News from the Creek:
Kokomo Environmental Club Cleanup: Saturday May 22 nd Portage Trail
The Kokomo High School Environmental Club sponsored by teacher Vince Lorenz
spent Saturday morning May 22 nd cleaning up the W.G.’s portage trail, roads and
fields around the area, and Waterworks Park. Fourteen students participated in the
cleanup. President Mike Laughner and Treasurer Mike Bach helped to organize the
event. Students started the day with donuts and cold water and finished the cleanup
with a brand-new Wildcat Guardians t-shirt. A big thank you to each student,
especially since this was the day of the Kokomo prom, and to their sponsor Mr.
Lorenz. (See pictures below of this event)
Celebrate the Wildcat – Sat. Jun 12 th Adams Mill Cutler Indiana 10 A.M. – 4 P.M.
Saturday June the 12 th will see the return of Celebrate the Wildcat at Adams Mill in
Cutler Indiana. The pandemic cancelled the event last year and high water made it
impossible to have the event in 2019. The Guardians are offering free canoe rides
around the Oxbow to anyone interested. The rides will be available from 10:00
A.M. to 4:00 P.M. The Guardians will provide all equipment including canoes,
paddles, life jackets, etc. Cutler and Adams Mill is on County Road 4238 S. and 75
E. in Carroll county.
We need volunteers for the event. Anyone who can help that day please contact
Mike Laughner at mdlaughner2@aol.com
Canoe and Kayak Safety Course – Sat. June 26 th Greentown Park 10:00 A.M.
The Guardians under Garry Hill will offer a canoe and kayak safety course on
Saturday June 26 th at Greentown Park. This is at the S.E. corner of State Road 35
Bridge just West of Greentown. Please RSVP with Garry at GarryHill@aol.com
Interesting Facts About Water:
• 75% of both the human brain and trees consist of water.
• Water plays an important part in the regulation of temperature in our
atmosphere.

• The average American uses about 50 gallons of water per day.

Leda Casey from IU Kokomo will be joining us at our June 21 st meeting to discuss
opportunities for partnership. Leda studied hydrology and water quality at IUPUI, and
her research focused on the health of the Eagle Creek Watershed in the Indianapolis
area. Currently, she is the Lecturer of Geology and the Director of the IU Kokomo
Office of Sustainability at IU Kokomo. She leads a variety of different environmental
education and service activities at IU Kokomo and partners with various Kokomo
organizations.
In the fall of 2021, the IU Kokomo Freshman Learning Communities will include a
required service-learning project assignment. The Freshman Learning Community is a
course that nearly all incoming IU Kokomo students take. IU Kokomo believes very
strongly that service is a transformative aspect of education that empowers students to
make change and helps them become good stewards of their communities. Ms. Casey
is organizing a service experience for 60 to 70 students centered on science,
technology and the environment and is hoping to partner with our organization.
The partnership with the Wildcat Guardians could include more than one project.
Potential projects might include a stream clean-up, marketing campaign through social
media for events, recruitment, etc. and/or help with educational and marketing
materials. She is also hoping to plan a separate paddle trip with Wildcat Guardians for
students and faculty in the School of Sciences. Leda is very much looking forward to
hearing your ideas and is excited to partner with and promote our organization in the
community.
Pictured is a group of students planting trees at IU Kokomo as a part of their efforts to
maintain their Tree Campus USA designation through the Arbor Day Foundation.

Below is a picture of me. ☺

The Howard County Stormwater District
In Howard County, lifelong county resident Megan Moss conducts the day-to-day
operations of the Stormwater District and Greg Lake serves as the administrator for the
program. Ms. Moss is a 2019 graduate of Indiana University at Kokomo (IUK), with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Biological and Physical Sciences. During her time at
IUK she assisted with research on Chelydra serpentina, common snapping turtle
hatchlings, and presented on that research at the annual meeting of the Indiana S tate
Academy of Science in 2018. Her favorite subjects at IUK were biology classes that
involved classroom activities and field observations. She started working for the county
in April of 2019 and has been on the job for over two years. As a child and you ng adult,
Ms. Moss liked to explore the woods and creeks in Howard County and has many fond
memories of the various flora and fauna in the area and feels right at home in her
position for the county.
For information on stormwater activities or to report a water quality concern, please
reach out to the
Howard County Stormwater District
220 N Main St., Rm 332
Kokomo, IN 46901
(765)456-2217

The Clean Water Act & Your Community
Background:
Legislation laying the foundation of the Clean Water Act was enacted in 1948 as
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act. This law prohibited the discharge of any
pollutant from any point source unless proper permitting and regulations were met. At
the time of the United States great industrial era pollutants were dumped from
industrial outlets directly into waterways. This led to many fires on the Cuyahoga River
in Ohio, and other bodies of water across the United States. In 1969, there was a
particularly devastating fire on the Cuyahoga River that led to public outrage and that
lead congress to establish the Environmental Protection Agency in 1972. During the
late 1970s to early 1980s, the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) conducted a
research project on stormwater runoff that became known as NURP, Nationwide Urban
Runoff Program. Urbanized areas like cities and residential areas, are typically covered
with materials like concrete or asphalt that do not allow water to soak into the ground
naturally. So, cities and towns use storm drains to move the water from roads and
other impervious surfaces into a nearby body of water or into designated drainage
areas to prevent damage to infrastructure. The NURP revealed pollutants such as
trace amounts of heavy metals (lead, mercury, chromium), hydrocarbons (fuel, car oil,
lubricants), and bacteria that pose a threat to human health and safety escaping
through stormwater drains and stormwater runoff and eventually emptying into a body
of water, or drainage area.
These findings caused the EPA to develop a regulatory program known as the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and Phase I and Phase II
Municipal Separate Storm & Sewer Systems (MS4) were established in cities and
towns across the United States by 2003, and MS4’s continue to expand with
population growth and development. This goal of this program is to monitor, trace, and
eliminate point sources of pollution. A point-source can be a pipe, an earthen drain, or
any other manmade structure that you can point to and identify as a source of pollution
entering a waterway. The NPDES requires MS4 permit holders to perform activities
related to six minimum control measures (MCMs) related to detection and elimination
of point sources of pollution:
1. Public Education & Outreach
- Educate the public about stormwater pollution, how to spot it, and how to
prevent it.
2. Public Involvement
- Involve members of the public with the program activities.
3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

- Identify potential sources of pollution by monitoring water outflows into
surface waters.
4. Construction permitting and inspection.
- This involves construction plan review and inspections of construction sites
for compliance with the Construction General Permit or other approved
state regulatory codes for construction projects.
5. Post-construction inspection
- Post-construction water quantity/quality measures like dry detention ponds
and wet retention ponds, are mapped and inspected for maintenance
issues to prevent damage to surrounding areas.
6. Good Housekeeping
- Establishing the use of good practices in municipal facilities that identify
and/or prevent stormwater pollution.

Article: Important roll back of a dangerous and damaging environmental rule that
would have damaged both air / water resources as well as climate change.
Biden Administration to Roll Back Trump-era Rule on Clean Air Regulations
Published Thu, May 13, 2021
The Biden administration moved Thursday to repeal a Trump-era regulation that made it harder for
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to issue strict standards and public health protections on
air pollution.
The so-called Benefit-Cost Rule, which was adopted weeks before former President Donald Trump
exited office, changed the way the agency assessed the cost and benefits of regulations on pollution.
The EPA said the previous rule imposed restrictions on cost-benefit analyses for Clean Air Act
rulemaking without explaining why those requirements were necessary.
The agency also said the restrictions by Trump would have limited the EPA’s “ability to use the best
available science in developin g Clean Air Act regulations,” a move it argued would be “inconsistent
with economic best practices.”
“EPA has critical authority under the Clean Air Act to protect the public from harmful air pollution,
among other threats to our health,” the agency’s administrator, Michael Regan, said in a statement.
“Revoking this unnecessary and misguided rule is proof positive of this administration’s commitment
to science.”
The move is the latest push by the Biden administration to aggressively combat climate change and
undo more than 100 Trump-era environmental regulations that favored the fossil fuel industry.
Trump EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler had argued that that administration’s costs and
benefits rule allowed the agency to conduct its work in a “transparent fashion.” The administration’s
move was largely supported by the fossil fuel sector, which is directly affected by federal pollution
regulations.

But environmental groups argued that the Trump administration’s change was designed to weaken
climate protections and further support rollbacks on rules governing planet-warming emissions from
power plants, automobiles, and other sources.
The agency said the interim final rule will become effective 30 days after publication in the Federal
Register and will be followed by a final rule that responds to public comments.
“We will continue to fix the wrongs of the past and move forward aggressively to deliver on President
Biden’s clear commitment to protecting public health and the environment,” Regan said.
In his first days in office, Biden signed a series of executive orders, from directing the EPA to review
all regulations and policies by the Trump administration to halting new oil and gas leases on federal
land and waters and bringing the U.S. back into the Paris climate accord.
The president recently pledged to reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50% by 2030 —
more than doubling the country’s prior commitment. Biden also proposed a sweeping infrastructure
package with a major focus on climate mitigation , prompting pushback from congressional
Republicans.

Photos May 22nd Portage Cleanup:


Links for Learning
Surf the Web for Issues of Interest
United States Environmental Protection Agency
http://www2.epa.gov/learn-issues/learn-about-water
Indiana State Dept. of Health – Fish Consumption Advisory
http://www.in.gov/isdh/23650.htm
Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management - Blue Green algae information
http://www.in.gov/idem/algae/
Flow Can You See the River?
(White River arts project in cooperation with the Indianapolis Museum of Art)
http://flowcanyouseetheriver.org/?page_id=2



Reminders

2021 WILDCAT GUARDIANS’ EVENTS
June:
Sat. June 12th Celebrate the Wildcat 10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. Cutler, In Adams Mill Free Canoe Rides!
Mon. June 21st Monthly Wildcat Guardians meeting 6:30 P.M. Public Access Site 440 W. Old Sycamore Rd .
Bring a comf ortable chair! BYOB
Sat. June 26th Canoe and Kayak Saf ety Course 10:00 A.M. Greentown Park S.E. Corner of S.R. 35 Bridge
Must RSVP with Garry Hill at GarryHill@aol.com

July:
Mon. July 19th Monthly Wildcat Guardians meeting 6:30 P.M. Public Access Site 440 W. Old Sycamore Rd.
Bring a comf ortable chair! BYOB

August:
Mon. Aug.18th Monthly Wildcat Guardians meeting 6:30 P.M. Public Access Site 440 W. Old Sycamore Rd.
Bring a comf ortable chair! BYOB

Wildcat Guardians
P.O. Box 6421
Kokomo, IN 46904-6421
Email: wildcatguardians@yahoo.com

