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President’s Report
Rick Parsons – President Wildcat Guardians
Greetings Fellow Guardians and Friends,
It is once again the holiday season. A time of joy, gift giving, and thanks for another year. It has
been my pleasure to be the president of the Wildcat Guardians over the past year. We are in the
business of preserving and protecting the Wildcat creek. Once again we have accomplished many
things including cleanups, education, government oversight and much more. The Wildcat creek is an
amazing natural resource that we hope will remain free flowing, a place of beauty, and a place for
public recreation for generations to come. As we move into a new year our leadership will continue
the good fight to protect the Wildcat and its many tributaries. This coming year we plan to finish the
new portage trail near the waterworks plant in Kokomo, continue educational opportunities, cleanups,
and work toward new and exciting programs. Please consider joining us in both giving monetarily
and in your time and effort over 2019.
Rick

News from the Creek:
Very Important Opportunity to Volunteer:
Once again this year the Guardians are providing an educational booth at the Wild Indiana Expo at the Ivy Tech
Convention Center. This will take place on Saturday January 12th from 9:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. and Sunday
January 13th from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. We are in need of people who will help with our booth and spread
the good word about the Guardians! Please contact Mike Laughter listed below as soon as possible to volunteer
for a time slot!
Mike Laughner (contact information) - mdlaughner2@aol.com
W.G. Chairman

Report from Wildcat Guardian Mike Laughner:
Fall Clean Ups:
The Guardians have conducted two separate clean ups on the portage trail that is being
constructed around the American Water low head dam on Wildcat Creek just West of US 931.
Several bags of trash, a few tires, a wooden pallet, and mattress, and the usual litter have been

collected in recent weeks. This work was done in preparation for the work and construction of a trail in
spring of 2019 to address the safety issue of the low head dam.
The fall clean up didn't take place as originally planned due to high water levels and rain fall on
September 8th. Calendars for everyone were busy until Saturday, November 3rd. We had 18
volunteers pitch in and we concentrated on the Wildcat Creek Reservoir and spillway area. We had 5
volunteers from Delphi who have helped with our cleanups for several years. Numerous tires and
several bags of trash were collected on the North bank of the Reservoir. We combined our fall clean
up with our normal fall picnic. Hot Box pizza donated 5 pizzas for our workers. Both cleanups this
year were well attended.

Spring Clean Up:
The Guardians conducted their annual spring cleanup on April 13th. There were 20 volunteers who
met at Foster Park. Our cleanup crew consisted of Guardians and 5 high school students from
Kokomo High School. We divided into three groups with each taking a different area along Wildcat
Creek. One group worked on the Walk of Excellence from Washington Street Bridge to the foot bridge
in Foster Park. This group concentrated on the creek bank. Another group worked west of the foot
bridge in Foster Park to UCT Park. The last group worked the area near the Steel Mill public access
site from the roundabout to the new bridge over Kokomo Creek on Park Road. The bulk of the items
picked up were personal trash, plastic bottles, Styrofoam cups, and bottles/cans. There were a few
tires and a flat screen TV also collected.

Celebrate the Wildcat:
Celebrate the Wildcat took place at Adam's Mill, Cutler, IN on Saturday, June 9th. This was the first
year to move the event to the 2nd Saturday in June. This event allows the Wildcat Guardians the
pleasure of offering guided canoe rides around the 1.2 mile Oxbow on the Wildcat Creek. The
weather cooperated this year and it was a partly cloudy day with the temperature around 80 degrees.
We had 50 people take guided canoe rides this year. The kids also enjoyed seeing the fish swim
along beside the canoes as we make our way downstream. Unfortunately this year we didn't see any
Bald Eagles, which have become a common site the last several years. Adam's Mill was open for
tours, a short hike, or some people enjoyed touring the covered bridge. Members of Adam's Mill Inc.
had food and drinks available for purchase, with the homemade fruit pies being a very popular
item. The Wildcat Guardians plan to participate in this event the 2nd Saturday of June in 2019.
Please plan to volunteer and join us!

News from Niches Land Trust:
In November 2018, Executive Director, Gus Nyberg, signed a contract to acquire an acre of land
that will serve as a portage site on the Wildcat Creek in Kokomo. The project was initiated by the
Wildcat Creek Guardians in the spring of 2018. The Guardians successfully applied for a NIPSCO
grant to fund the project that will provide a safe portage around the dam for paddlers on the creek.
The Wildcat Creek Guardians are working to get the necessary permits now to create the portage,
and plan to construct the project over the winter. David Rayl is donating the 1-acre portion of land
directly to NICHES, the land is on the east side of a low head dam, where the Guardians will
construct the trail for paddlers to safely portage and keep on paddling.
“This project is a great step forward in partnership and community involvement within Howard County.
We’re grateful that the Wildcat Creek Guardians chose to work with us on this project. We look

forward to future projects together to help people get out and enjoy nature safely,” says Gus Nyberg,
Executive Director, NICHES Land Trust.

News from Howard County Soil & Water Conservation District:
Howard County SWCD will be hold a plant and tree sale this spring. Order forms will be available
the second week of January and you may place an order until March 31, 2019. The pickup day is
Saturday April 27 at the SWCD office on Goyer Road.
This year the district has expanded their native plant options to include species that work well in
raingardens and/or pollinator plantings.
If interested in receiving a form please contact the office at 876-457-2114 x3 or go to the website at
www.howardswcd.com.
The SWCD will hold their annual meeting on Wednesday February 13, 2019. This meeting will
begin with a breakfast buffet at 8:30 a.m. The district will give a review of their accomplishments for
2018, hold a supervisor election, and present awards to the Conservation Farmer and the
Conservationist for 2018. Following the district business meeting there will be a session for
individuals that are in need of credits for the Private Applicator Recertification Program (PARP). The
meeting will conclude at 11:30 a.m. Reservations are required for the breakfast buffet. Contact the
office for further information.

Howard County Storm Water District:
Stormwater Management Project for Ivy Hills
Sarah Brichford
Flooding and high water are long-time problems for residents in the Ivy Hills subdivision on the
south side of Kokomo. A familiar combination of drainage issues and questionable land development
decisions are contributing factors to the current situation. Finally, the pieces are coming together for
a solution that will provide efficient drainage with much needed water quality benefits.
The Stormwater District is funding construction of a large detention basin on the south side of
State Road 26, directly south of Ivy Hills. The basin will feature a permanent channel flowing through
a wetland-like depression with tolerant plants and trees. The basin will not be the type of wetland that
holds water all the time; it will have areas where water can spread out when rainfall is heavy then flow
back into the channel as conditions dry out.
The channel is currently a county-regulated tile known as the Kirkendall 1, 2, 3 which conveys
drainage water from an area covering almost 400 acres through the Ivy Hills subdivision to the East
Fork of Little Wildcat Creek. Little Wildcat Creek is impaired by E coli and PCBs (although the PCB
issue is likely downstream in the main stem of the Wildcat). Water quality in the drain tile is impaired
by bacteria and sediment. Both of these issues will be mitigated by the basin. Upon entering the
basin the tile becomes an open ditch which speeds the die-off of bacteria due to sunlight exposure.
The basin will have fore bays to capture sediment and keep the channel free flowing. When the
channel volume is exceeded, excess water will spill out into the basin which provides the essential
functions of a floodplain for slowing storm runoff and capturing pollutants.
The stormwater basin is an essential first step toward improving the Ivy Hills drainage problems.
The other essential part of the project is reconstruction of the Kirkendall 1, 2, 3 drains that flows
through the subdivision. The existing tile drain needs to be replaced to restore fully functional
drainage. The County Surveyor manages this process.
It has taken many years and a substantial amount of money for this project to move forward.
Major expenses include purchase of the land, engineering design, and actual construction for a large
earth-moving project. The stormwater money comes from water quality fees paid by all county

residents (excluding Kokomo, Greentown and Russiaville). The benefit for all residents comes from
cleaner water flowing in the Little Wildcat and ultimately Wildcat Creek. Funding for the regulated
drain reconstruction comes from residents in the specific watershed served by that drain. The
Surveyor and Stormwater District held a public meeting about this project in November. For more
information, please call the Stormwater District at 456-2217.

Photos Wildcat Creek:

Wildcat Guardians Clear New Portage Trail

Trash Collected at Portage Trail Site


Links for Learning
Surf the Web for Issues of Interest
United States Environmental Protection Agency
http://www2.epa.gov/learn-issues/learn-about-water
Indiana State Dept. of Health – Fish Consumption Advisory
http://www.in.gov/isdh/23650.htm
Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management - Blue Green algae information
http://www.in.gov/idem/algae/
Flow Can You See the River?
(White River arts project in cooperation with the Indianapolis Museum of Art)
http://flowcanyouseetheriver.org/?page_id=2


Reminders
2018 WILDCAT GUARDIANS EVENTS
January:
Jan. 12-13 Wild Indiana Expo Ivy Tech Kokomo (Volunteers Needed See Above)
Jan. 21, Wildcat Guardians meeting starting at 6:30 P.M.
Meet at Martinos Italian Restaurant 5:30-6:30 P.M. for Social hour before meeting.
February:
Feb. 18, Wildcat Guardians meeting starting at 6:30 P.M.
Meet at Martinos Italian Restaurant 5:30-6:30 P.M. for Social hour before meeting.
March:
March 18, Wildcat Guardians meeting starting at 6:30 P.M.
Meet at Martinos Italian Restaurant 5:30-6:30 P.M. for Social hour before meeting.

Wildcat Guardians Meeting at Martino’s Restaurant Every Third Monday of the Month
5:30 P.M.- Meal 6:30 P.M.- Business Meeting

Wildcat Guardians
P.O. Box 6421
Kokomo, IN 46904-6421
Email: wildcatguardians@yahoo.com

