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Vice President’s Report
Rick Parsons – Vice President Wildcat Guardians
Greetings, Fellow Guardians and Friends,
Saturday April 22nd will be the forty seventh anniversary of Earth Day. The original Earth Day
started in1970 by Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin was to raise awareness about the
environment. That first Earth Day was more about pollution and littering. I am old enough that I was
a high school student at the time and I remember a large pile of trash was collected and placed on
the lawn at the Howard County courthouse square. I also remember a large celebration I organized
at Kokomo High School for the twentieth anniversary. My students had a poster, essay, and poetry
contest. We had several amazing speakers, special music from the Kokomo H.S. choir, and planted
several trees around the old campus on Superior Street.
On this anniversary I would challenge you to do something special to help Planet Earth. Volunteer
for the Wildcat Creek clean up (see below), plant some native plants, do some education to inform
others about a project you are involved with. Like so many things today if each of us would just do
our part it would make a huge difference. All of us need to get involved to protect the Wildcat and our
many other natural resources for ourselves and future generations! Take the Earth Day challenge
and make a difference!
Rick

News from the Creek:
Very Important Opportunity to Volunteer for Wildcat Creek Cleanup:
The Wildcat Guardians annual Spring clean up will take place on Saturday, April 22, 2017. Again this
year we are teaming up with the Keep Kokomo Beautiful campaign. The clean up takes place on
Earth Day. Meet at Senior Citizen's Center in Foster Park at 8:00 am. We will have donuts and coffee
to get your day started. Groups will be assigned clean up areas and we should get started before
9:00 am. We will work from 9 A.M. till Noon. Gloves, trash bags, buckets will be provided. Please
dress accordingly for the weather. Work will consist of trail and bank clean up. There will not be any in
stream cleanup work. If you have a pickup truck that could be used to haul debris and trash bags to
drop off location at Park Ave and Markland that would be helpful. Sign up with the Guardians or
register at Keep Kokomo Beautiful web site. https://www.volunteersignup.org/YDTEK
Mike Laughner
W.G. Clean Up Chairman

FROM EARTHA MAGAZINE:

Save The Bees, Else We’ll Cease to Be
By: Staff Reporters
January 12, 2017
Submitted by Cathy Parsons

You wake up to the heavenly scent of coffee brewing in the kitchen, and a freshly tossed fruit salad
awaits you at the table. Next, you catch a whiff of the aroma of a chocolate cake being baked in the
oven.
Now, that sounded truly delectable, didn't it? What if we told you that with the extinction of one
tiny insect, these delicacies would perish too! Those tiny insects are the bees, without whom much
of the food that we enjoy today would be off the table. Albert Einstein himself stated that if the
bees disappeared from the surface of the earth, the human race would follow in four years.

Albert Einstein himself stated that if the bees disappeared from the surface of the
earth, the human race would follow in four years.

Why are bees so critical for our survival?
Bees are one of the most important allies of human beings. Bees are generally viewed as honeyproducers and unwanted pests due to their sometimes fatal stings. However, they are the world's
greatest pollinators. They pollinate 80 percent of the world's food crops and there are numerous
industries dependent upon bee pollination. The revenue generated by bees globally is valued in
billions. Some of the industries dependent upon bee pollination are agriculture, dairy, meat,
cosmetics, honey, oilseeds, and clothing. In India, where the agricultural, textile, and oilseed
industries bring in most of our national revenue, bees are a significant addition to our lives.
But, due to a very unfortunate phenomenon, namely CCD, bee population is experiencing a major
decline in the past decade. No, not Cafe Coffee Day! Colony Collapse Disorder.

What is Colony Collapse Disorder?
In this hapless occurrence, the majority of worker bees in a colony are wiped out, leaving behind
the queen and a few nurse bees along with heaps of unwanted food.
The main causes for this happening are agricultural pesticides and insecticides, parasites such as the
Varroa mite and Nosema ceranae, GMO production, lack of nutrition and habitat, cell phone
radiation, and global warming.
Colony Collapse Disorder has already caused drastic ecological and economical impacts around the
world. For example, in California, many almond farmers hire bees from Europe to pollinate their

almond trees as the United States has reported a severe decline in bee population due to CCD.
Without the service of the bees, California would not be able to produce its famous high quality
almonds.
In India too, the effects of CCD are on the rise. Although the local Cerana variety of bees
contributes towards pollination, there has been a noticeable decline in their population. It is only a
matter of time before we are in serious trouble. It will spell disaster to our economy. Many
pesticides and fertilizers which harm the bees have been banned in other parts of the world, but are
still being used in our country.
Even though the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 is supposed to protect bees, they are easily and
ruthlessly wiped out. Especially in urban India, with the increase in population and deforestation,
bees build their hives in high-rise buildings as they have no other options. They are fumigated or
smoked out without a thought, leading to the death of millions of bee colonies.

Many pesticides and fertilizers which harm the bees have been banned in o ther parts
of the world, but are still being used in our country.
Some very simple things that we can all do to protect our striped friends are:
1. Plant bee-attracting flowers and do not remove weeds from your garden.
2. Support organic farmers and say NO to pesticides and fertilizers. Do not buy genetically
modified products or those containing GM ingredients.
3. Provide water in a tiny bowl for thirsty bees and save them from dehydration, especially during
the summer.
4. Invest in a bee-box and become a backyard bee-keeper. The Cerana varieties of bees, which can
be domesticated, are great pollinators. And, they are harmless!
5. If you locate a bee-hive in your neighborhood, do not call on pest control as they will harm the
bees. Instead, call an ethical beekeeper who will know a safe method of relocating the colony.
6. Spread awareness!

From C.N.N. News:

EPA Regulation Cuts Likely To Hurt Children Most, Experts Say
By Marisa Endicott
CNN)Many

things a child does -- from playing outside to sprawling out on carpets and lawns -- puts
them at greater risk for exposure to environmental hazards such as pollution in the air, pesticides on
grass and treatments on rugs. President Donald Trump's proposed budget cuts include reducing the
Environmental Protection Agency's budget by 31%, eliminating many of the regulatory programs that
have helped improve air quality and standards that protect kids from pollutants and toxic substances.
The new EPA administrator, Scott Pruitt, who has sued the agency over regulations numerous times,
has also taken steps in recent weeks to dismantle key environmental and health protection programs.
Researchers say that if implemented, these cuts will have long-term and costly health impacts on
children. "For their size, kids eat more and drink more and breathe more air than adults do," said
Caroline Cox, research director at the Center for Environmental Health. "So if either the food, the
water or the air is polluted, then they're going to be exposed more. "The risk for children is amplified
because they are still developing. Exposure to pollutants in the womb through adolescence can
cause irreparable harm. Lead poisoning at a young age, for example, can cause neurological damage
such as lower IQ that a child will live with for the rest of their life, Cox said. In the preliminary 2018
budget proposal released in March, the Trump administration says it will reduce the EPA's budget by
$2.6 billion. Among the proposed casualties are the Clean Power Plan, climate change research,
hazmat cleanup funds and state grants for air, water, waste, and toxic substance programs. Research
and enforcement budgets would also be slashed.

Young lungs
Although exposure to pollution and toxic substances affects everyone, the problem is especially acute
for kids. Such proposals as the rollback on pollution reduction programs, climate change initiatives
and the elimination of the Clean Power Plan, aimed at carbon emission reductions, would have a
huge impact on children's healthy development, according to Janice Nolen, assistant vice president of
national policy for the American Lung Association. "About 80% of a child's lungs develop after they're
born, and they develop until they reach adulthood," Nolen said. "The exposure that they face to
pollution during that period of their lives determines how well their lungs function."
The Children's Health Study, one of the largest and most extensive studies of air pollution's long-term
effects, found that living in areas with higher pollution levels caused measurable damage to children's
lungs including respiratory infections, higher risk for asthma and reduced lung growth and function.
But it also found that children's lungs have improved over the past two decades as pollution levels in
the study area have decreased. The ongoing study, conducted by the University of Southern
California, has involved more than 11,000 area schoolchildren since 1992. Legislation such as the
Clean Air Act, enforced and regulated by the EPA, has helped cut ground-level ozone -- a component
of smog -- by more than 32% nationwide since 1980, according to the agency's air trends data.
Although the proposed cuts would not change the law, enforcement and funding would fall largely to
states and local government, as would be the case with many other environmental regulations and
programs. The Clean Air Act "made this tremendous improvement that people as old as I am have
actually seen in their own lifetime," Cox said. The San Diego native remembers the days when the
smog would blow down from Los Angeles. Kids called the feeling they got "smog throat."
"We all have better lives because of some of those landmark environmental laws," Cox said. "Without
an agency to implement those laws, they're just words on a piece of paper."

Left to state and local government
History has showed that state and local government enforcement can be patchy and irregular, leaving
protection measures less effective, said Frederica Perera, a professor of public health and director of
the Columbia Center for Children's Environmental Health. "We went from a patchwork quilt of
environmental regulations to federal regulations and federal standards for the very reason that you
didn't have equal protection of all children," Perera said. Historically, states were resistant to regulate
industry pollution and cleanup too strictly for fear of losing business to states with less regulation,
according to Nolen. Having a national system ensures equal protection.
"Regardless of what states (children) live in, what type of communities they live in, they deserve
protection, and the federal government is the only institution that can guarantee that," Perera said.
For now, the EPA cuts are still just proposals, but the Trump administration is taking immediate action
that will have far-reaching consequences. At the end of March, Pruitt refused to implement a
recommended ban of the pesticide chlorpyrifos, which has been linked to behavioral problems and
learning disabilities in children. The chemical is used on food crops in agriculture but has long been
banned for use in home and gardens. Trump's "energy independence" executive order, signed late
last month, aims to dismantle President Obama's signature climate initiative, the Clean Power Plan,
and loosen regulations on the coal industry.

The long-term costs
Ultimately, long-term financial and social costs will far exceed any immediate savings the EPA budget
cuts afford, experts say. "I understand the point of wanting to have a balanced budget," Cox said.
"But if it just means we are going to pay more later on, all we are doing is shifting that financial burden
from us to ... our kids, and that just makes no sense at all."
Children exposed to chemicals and polluted air and water can put undue strain on social services,
health care and the economy. Studies have showed that kids with lead poisoning often have lower
lifetime earnings and therefore pay less in taxes because of ensuing brain damage, Cox said.
They are also at higher risk for committing crimes and ending up in the criminal justice system, which
is expensive in its own right. Between 2007 and 2010, an estimated 2.6% of sampled children ages 1
to 5 had elevated lead levels in their blood, down from 8.6% between 1999 and 2002, according to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The EPA currently addresses lead contamination by
administering a number of laws, such as the Toxic Substance Control Act, the Clean Water Act, the
Clean Air Act and the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992.
An EPA budget memo revealed by The Washington Post shows plans to roll back state and tribal
lead grants and the Lead Risk Reduction Program. Both seek to reduce lead-based paint in homes,
the most widespread and dangerous source of lead exposure for children, according to the CDC.
Costs to health and human life are often ignored when considering the cost-benefits of different
regulations, according to Nolen. With environmental hazards, it's not so easy to undo the damage.
"You're changing the way a child's lung functions while a child is growing up," she said. "That has
lifelong implications. You're shortening a life because somebody develops a heart attack ... or dies of
an asthma attack, and those are not reversible."

Photos Wildcat Creek:


Links for Learning
Surf the Web for Issues of Interest
United States Environmental Protection Agency
http://www2.epa.gov/learn-issues/learn-about-water
Indiana State Dept. of Health – Fish Consumption Advisory
http://www.in.gov/isdh/23650.htm
Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management - Blue Green algae information
http://www.in.gov/idem/algae/
Flow Can You See the River?
(White River arts project in cooperation with the Indianapolis Museum of Art)
http://flowcanyouseetheriver.org/?page_id=2


Reminders
2017 WILDCAT GUARDIANS EVENTS
APRIL
17th - Guardians monthly meeting
18th – Catch Critters for Earth Day
19th – Earth Day at the Event Center 9 Am until 2 PM
20th - IUK Cares April 20th 9 – 4 PM 22nd – Creek Cleanup partnering with keep Kokomo Beautiful – senior center at Foster Park, 8
AM until noon,
28th – Discover the Wildcat 12 Noon until 4 PM– Northwestern Environmental Guardians Club

MAY
15th - Guardians monthly meeting
16th - Discover the Wildcat – time TBD– VFW Post 1152
23rd – Discover the Wildcat rain date – time TBD– VFW Post 1152

JUNE
17th – Celebrate the Wildcat at Adams Mill – Free canoe rides!
19th - Guardians monthly meeting

JULY
8th - Wabash Riverfest (Tapawingo Park W. Lafayette)
17th - Guardians monthly meeting

AUGUST
4, 5, & 6 – Indiana Paddlers Rendezvous
21ST - Guardians monthly meeting
31st - Gazette article deadline

SEPTEMBER
?? – Day of Caring Cleanup
18th - Guardians monthly meeting

OCTOBER
6TH ?? – Picnic and Paddle
16th - Guardians monthly meeting

NOVEMBER
20st - Guardians monthly meeting
30th - Gazette article deadline

Dave Inskeep Passed Along This Important E-Mail Concerning Funding For IDEM:
Hi David,
I'm reaching out to you as a leader in the Wildcat Guardians.
In last year's budget, the Indiana Dept of Environmental Management's (IDEM's) total appropriation was down 17% from
what it was a decade ago. With that drop, IDEM's ability to monitor and protect Indiana's water resources has gone down.
So far, this year's draft budget keeps IDEM's funding mostly flat. Would you be willing to contact Speaker Bosma
(h88@iga.in.gov<mailto:h88@iga.in.gov> or his aide at 317-232-9677) about restoring IDEM's funding? He plays a key
role in these final days of the budget process. There are more details here: http://www.hecweb.org/bill-watch2017/indiana-state-budget/
I appreciate your considering it,
- Indra
Indra Frank, MD, MPH
Environmental Health & Water Policy Director
Hoosier Environmental Council
317-685-8800 x118

Wildcat Guardians Meeting at Martino’s Restaurant Every Third Monday of the Month
5:30 P.M.- Meal 6:30 P.M.- Business Meeting
Wildcat Guardians
P.O. Box 6421
Kokomo, IN 46904-6421
Email: wildcatguardians@yahoo.com

